





Beautification Station
Saturday, August 8, 2009

Neighborhood Alliance partnered

with OKC Beautiful, Oklahoma Thank you, Chesapeake,
City Community Foundation and OKC Beautiful and OCCF for helping
Chesapeake Energy to present an make this the best year yet!
awesome

guided tour for more than 200
neighbors. We highlighted
community landscaping projects,
neighborhoods parks, street
lighting and gateway projects all aimed
at making OKC a more beautiful place to
live. A free lunch after the tour, provided by
Chesapeake Energy in one of their new employee
restaurants, was the perfect way to finish the day.

Check out these

Great Upcoming Events

with Neighborhood Alliance

September 15 at 8am - Photo with the Mayor. Grab your neighborhood and c’'mon down to City

Hall to kick off Okalhama City’s National Night Out! All attending will get a commemorative signed
photo with the Mayor.

September 21 at 1pm - Grant Workshop
September 24 at 6pm - Grant Workshop. If your neighborhood is applying for a City of Oklahoma
City Neighborhood Partnership Grant, then join us for our Grant Workshops this Fall!

Call 528-6322 to register!
October 6 at 6pm - How to Organize Your Neighborhood. You want to organize, but where do you
begin? Find out exactly how to go about starting a neighborhood association. Call 528-6322 to register.

October 27 at 7pm - Neighborhood Patrol Training. A comprehensive training workshop for all
neighborhood patrol participants. Join MSgt Charlie Epperly at the Hefner Police Station.
Call 316-4416 for info!

November 3 at 6pm - New Officers Training. You've been elected, what now? Find out the ins and out of
RIAFHUV:- UROHYV ZLWKLQ D QHLRJKERUKRRG RUJDQL]JDWLRQ & D O (

November 12 at 6pm - Good Neighbor Awards Banquet. Ready to honor the amazing individuals who
PDNH 2NODKRPD &LW\ QHLJKERUKRRGY *UHDW" -RLQ XV DW WKH 3F
evening. (see our website for details nacok.org)
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Program
Can Help
Weatherize
Your Home!

Extra insulation, caulking, weather
stripping, windows, exterior
doors sounds like energy
efficiency, and it could be done
in our neighborhoods for free!
The Community Action Agency of
Oklahoma City and OK/Canadian
Counties, Inc. (CAA) received
additional funding to expand
their Weatherization Assistance
Program. The best part, the
program is truly FREE - you
need only meet the eligibility
requirements of residing in
Oklahoma or Canadian county
(different agencies cover the rest
of the state) and have income at or
below 200% of the federal poverty
level (one person can earn up to
$21,660; two up to $29,140; four
up to $44,100 etcetera). Priority
is given to senior citizens, persons
with disabilities or disabled
occupants, and children under 12
in the home. Furthermore, renters

can apply.

Applications are
necessary and can be
obtained by calling the
CAA Weatherization
Department,
233-0199, ext. 14009.

&Acommumt
PARTNERSHIP
Helping People. Changing Lives.
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Georgie’s Corner

This column is about what is on my mind today, this very minute,
which includes (1) non-involvement; (2) sex offenders living in
my neighborhood; and (3) the MAPS 3 initiative. Their common
denominator: RESPONSIBILITY.

I often take on more than I can really handle, and therefore I get a little
peeved at people who don’t volunteer at all. There is a fine line. It does
me NO GOOD to do more than I have time for and leave a project half-
done. Just as it does NO GOOD to assume someone else will do it and
not volunteer at all. Somewhere we have to find a middle ground!

Kim Lowe, a wonderfully talented woman, past president of Windsor
Oaks N.A. and a dedicated volunteer, has a theory she calls Same Ten
People (STP). She comically observed that you see the same 10 people
at all church, school, neighborhood and civic club meetings who appear
to do all the volunteer work for the whole city! If you are one of the STP
you know exactly what she means!

My next issue of responsibility just fell in my lap today. I found out
there is a sex offender treatment facility located just one block from my
home. I have a responsibility to act civilly, to not create needless drama,
but emotionally I want to scream “NO!” Responsibly, I will make
sure all the neighbors are aware of the facility, work with the owners/
operators on all issues, and make sure that we report ALL problems to
the authorities. Instead of being emotional, I need to be responsible.

Recently, I was surprised to hear that many voters have no idea a MAPS
3 is being discussed. City officials are deciding right now what should
be considered for funding, and in just a few months voters will decide if
the extra sales tax will be collected or not.

You have a responsibility to inform yourself of what is being
considered for MAPS 3. Call your councilperson, invite speakers to
your neighborhood meeting, make sure your thoughts are heard and
your votes are counted. All improvements to the city either directly or
indirectly affect your neighborhood, so as neighborhood leaders you
have a responsibility to learn the issues and make informed decisions.
After all, who knows this city better than you?

Responsibility. It is not always fun but it is what makes our city work.

Thanks for listening!

Georgie Rasco
Executive Director,
Neighborhood Alliance, Inc.
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What a Wonderful World...

We would like to thank Chesapeake Energy’s Reservoir
Engineering Department for helping make our little old firehouse
a more pleasant place to work. In early June Gary Gould of
Chesapeake brought his team over to put new plantings in our flower
beds. After the group sped through that task, they went on to change
the bulbs and clean out our fluorescent fixtures. They were tireless

in their efforts and left us with a brighter, more beautiful workplace.
Thank you Chesapeake for encouraging community service in your
employees, and thanks, Reservoir Engineering for your selfless day!

Many of the neighborhoods we serve also benefitted from

Chesapeake’s volunteer campaign. We were delighted to receive
pictures from Sunny Pointe. A group of eager Chesapeake
employees put a new coat of paint on playground equipment
there just in time for summer fun!

Pictured above left: Melinda Colquitt at
Neighborhood Alliance and left: Chesapeake
volunteers painting a play structure at Sunny Pointe

A few notes of thanks...

Thanks to the volunteers from the AT&T Pioneers group
who have been helping us put together our many mass
mailings. The pioneers are all retired AT&T employees
who get together to keep in touch and volunteer in the
community. We love you guys!

Pictured here: Pat Clark,
Helen Blaney, Cynthia England,
Sharen Condley and Dana Glendinning.

Edmond resident, Dee Moore, made this lovely bench

and donated it to Neighborhood Alliance when he learned
we were looking to replace the bench that had been stolen.
Crafted from scrap wood left over from his other volunteer
building projects, the bench is part of the chain linked by
Dee’s creativity and generosity. Thanks Dee! Our bench
will welcome countless visitors and provide respite for
neighbors who come to call.

Staff members Jennifer Meckling
and Georgie Rasco enjoy our beautiful bench.
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Legal Issues for HOAs

By Matthew Winton, Attorney

This short article begins a continuing series of articles on Oklahoma community association topics. If there is a question you

would like to see covered in this column, please feel free to email your question to mlw@vwlaw.net.

So what are these “mini-democracies” we call community
associations? Under Oklahoma law, there are three
types of community associations: unit ownership
estate associations (commonly known as condominium
associations), real estate development associations
(commonly known as HOAs), and neighborhood
associations. Each type of association has its own sections
of the law, benefits, and detriments.

Condo associations, governed by Oklahoma Statutes
Title 60, Sections 501-530, are created with the filing
of a declaration and bylaws with a county clerk. The
association may or may not be incorporated. Condo
owners own their common areas in fractional interests,
which means each person taking title to a condo unit
also owns a certain percentage of the common elements.
Condo declarations tend to be fairly wordys; this is because
the association is often tasked with the maintenance of
a considerable amount of property. For example, many
condo associations maintain the exterior doors, windows,
roofs, and exterior facades of the condo buildings. The
association may also be tasked with providing certain
utilities and services such as water, electric, and cable.
The association is administered by a board of directors
elected by the owners of condo units within the project.
A unit owner is obligated to pay their share of common
expenses simply by virtue of them owning a unit within
the project.

Homeowner associations, governed by Title 60, Sections
851-857, typically comprise neighborhoods of detached,
single-family homes. These homes may be within a gated
community and may have extensive common areas like
swimming pools and tennis courts. An HOA is created

Grants and Workshops

with the filing of a plat or set of covenants with the
county clerk. The HOA may or may not be incorporated.
Unlike condo owners, the HOA generally holds title
to the common areas rather than each owner holding a
percentage ownership. Also unlike condo associations,
HOAs s generally do not maintain any portion of the single
family dwellings within the neighborhood. Rather, the
association’s responsibilities are limited to maintaining
the common areas, streets if private, and generally
administering the aesthetic requirements contained
within the covenants. The HOA is governed by a board of
directors elected by the HOA membership, and a person
is a mandatory member of the HOA simply by virtue of
taking title to a lot.

The last association is a neighborhood association,
although you will not find that specific name spelled out in
Oklahoma law. A neighborhood association is a voluntary
collective of property owners organized for a specific
purpose, typically beautification of their neighborhood.
The association may or may not be incorporated. The
significant difference between this association and a
condo association or HOA is that a person can choose
to be a member. This is because there would be no real
property covenants requiring membership upon taking
title to a lot within the neighborhood.

Matthew L. Winton is a founding partner of the Vaughn
& Winton law firm. He primarily limits his legal practice
to community association law issues. He is admitted to all
Oklahoma courts and is a member of the bar in Oklahoma
and Texas.

If your neighborhood is applying for a City of Oklahoma City Neighborhood Partnership Grant, then join us for our
Grant Workshops this Fall! We'll offer two workshops, one evening, one afternoon on September 21 at 1pm and
September 24 at 6pm. Call now to Register at 528-6322! Grant applications are due February 9, 2010.

Margaret Annis Boys Trust Grants were awarded this summer to The Ridge at Shadow Lake and Nichols Hills

Suburban. The next MABT Grants Deadline is October 1.

For further information about grants and applications see the website at occf.org or contact Brian Dougherty at

OCCF 235-5603.
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Social Neighborhoods are Safer

“The police are the public and the public are the police.”

Those words, uttered nearly 200 years ago by the father
of the modern-day police, are as true today as when they
were first invoked, according to Oklahoma City police
community relations officer MSgt. Michael Loruse. And
the Sept. 15 National Night Out is a good way to remind
everyone that they can not only help the police fight crime
but help each other as well.

Sir Robert Peel was British Home Minister in the 1840s
when he started London’s first Metropolitan Police Force
based at Scotland Yard. Peel believed essentially that the
public are the police force’s eyes and ears and that together,
crime at the local level can be controlled. Loruse said he
often quotes Peel when he speaks to local groups about
ways people can reduce crime in their neighborhoods.

“When people get together they talk more and it encourages

them to share little bits of information,” Loruse explained.
Not only is a sense of unity created, there’s a chance that
information might be passed along that will shed light on
occurrences such as vandalism, burglaries and thefts.

Also, Loruse said, the criminal element tends to be wary of
close-knit neighborhoods.

Loruse, based in the police’s Will Rogers Division, says
that when neighbors participate in events such as National
Night Out or other events where they come together to visit
and socialize, they not only get to know each other but they
are able to share knowledge.

“National Night Out sends a powerful message” to such

elements, he said. “Everyone has a responsibility, and
National Night Out is a wonderful way to remind people
that we’re all in this together.”

The National Association of Town Watch says its
National Night Out program has been extraordinarily
successful in promoting involvement in crime and
drug-prevention  activities, strengthening  police-
community relations and encouraging neighborhood
camaraderie. Since 1984, the annual event has grown
to involve more than 34 million people across the
U.S., including hundreds of thousands of Oklahomans.

The effort shows that Peel’s philosophy is still proving
its worth today, embodying Peel’s idea of community
policing at its best, preventing crime by promoting police-
community partnerships.

And when citizens
join their
neighbors on
September 15
for National
Night Out,

they can give
their own
endorsement to
that concept —
and also have a
lot of fun, some
hotdogs and ice
cream.

Paseo Neighbors, NNO 2008

Neighborhood Kudos

At Neighborhood Alliance we are proud of all the amazing projects and the hard work of our neighbors throughout the OKC
metro. Here are just a few of the accomplishments that we have learned about the past few months.

SOUTHWEST

Riverpark NA (S Portland/S Tulsa/SW 29th/SW 23rd) hosted
kids from across the country in the Catholic HEART program
in early July. This was their fourth year of involvement with the
program and they have been able to assist residents with home
improvement projects at an amazing 76 homes throughout their
neighborhood!

SOUTHEAST

Watchful Eyes NA (SW 36th/SW 44th/Douglas/Rancho Dr.
to Reding) had Oklahoma State Senator Debbe Leftwich speak
at a recent neighborhood meeting. They have been very active
inviting local officials to their meetings to speak, what a great way
to built a relationship with your representatives and city officials.

NORTHEAST

A private & public cooperative effort in the 23rd Street Corridor
(NE 23rd/ has led to the approval of a $9 million streetscape
project. We are excited for this historically-significant district.
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NORTHWEST

Musgrave Pennington NA (NW 23/NW 16/Portland/Meridian)
is collecting food for St. Johns Food Pantry at all neighborhood
meetings and special programs. They report in their newsletter
that St. Johns is feeding over five times the number of people
this year than they did in 2008. Thumbs up to the residents of
Musgrave Pennington for working to help them out.

CENTRAL

Cleveland UCD (NW 30/ NW 23/Villa/ May) was featured on
OETA's “OK Horizon” program which aired Sunday, May 31st. The
focus of the program was the sustainability of older neighborhoods
and can still be viewed at www.OKHorizon.com. Click on “show
archives, May 2009” then scroll down to Week 5 show 0922 —
Neighborhood Alliance.
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2009 - 2010
Board of Directors

ELECTED BOARD MEMBERS

Rocky WiLLIAMS
President

Z1A MUUNEER
Vice President

FarzaD KHALILI
Treasurer

NicoLLE FRANKLIN
Secretary
Davip BisHop
Mariorie CoBB
ALFRED JACKSON
PEGGY MAYFIELD
Davib PUENTE
ScoTT TALLEY
KM WALsH
JEREMY WILSON

STAFF

GEORGIE RAsco
Executive Director

DEBORAH BAKER
Programs Administrator

JENNIFER MECKLING
Programs Coordinator

ELoISE BRANDT
Volunteer

Henry DoLIVE
AARP Senior Employment Program

Log on to
' nacok.org
today!

The Neighborhood Alliance
is located at
1236 NW 36th Street
(the southeast corner of
NW 36th and Classen).
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Upcoming Events

September 15 - Oklahoma City National Night Out.
See page 1.

September 21 at 1pm - Grant Workshop.
See page 3.

September 24 at 6pm - Grant Workshop.
See page 3.

October 6 at 6pm - How to Organize Your Neighborhood.
See page 3.

October 27 at 7pm - Neighborhood Patrol Training.
See page 3.

November 3 at 6pm - New Officers Training.
See page 3.

November 12 at 6pm - Good Neighbor Awards Banquet.
See page 3.
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